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1. Introduction 
How this storm glass really works is a mystery, but it is believed that electromagnetic changes in 

weather patterns activate crystals inside (sealed-glass chamber fills with crystals when air pressure 

decreases). Famed meteorologist Admiral Fitzroy used a storm glass in 1750 on a historic voyage with 

Charles Darwin. 

 

A storm glass works on the premise that temperature and pressure affect solubility, sometimes 

resulting in clear liquid; other times causing precipitants to form. However, the method by which this 

works is not fully understood. Although it is well-established that temperature affects solubility, some 

studies have simultaneously observed several different storm glasses forming similar crystal patterns 

at different temperatures. In addition, sealed glasses are not exposed to atmospheric pressure changes 

and do not react to the pressure variations associated with weather systems. 

 

Some people have proposed that surface interactions between the glass wall of the storm glass and the 

liquid contents account for the crystals. Explanations sometimes include effects of electricity or 

quantum tunneling across the glass. 

2. Care and Cleaning 
The solid wood base is finished with a clear, satin lacquer to protect and preserve the appearance. 

Although occasional use of a good furniture polish is acceptable, we recommend periodic cleaning 

with a very lightly water dampened soft cloth.  Be sure to wipe the wood dry with a soft cloth before 

cleaning. 

 

Avoid use of harsh household cleaners and coarse paper towels, which can damage the lacquer coating 

or scratch the glass. Fingerprints and dirt may be removed the glass with a soft cloth lightly dampened 

with a mixture of water and mild dishwashing liquid.  Be sure to dry the glass with a soft cloth after 

cleaning. 

 

3. How it works 
During the historic voyage, FitzRoy carefully documented how the storm glass would predict the 

weather: 

 If the liquid in the glass is clear, the weather will be bright and clear.  

 If the liquid is cloudy, the weather will be cloudy as well, perhaps with precipitation.  

 If there are small dots in the liquid, humid or foggy weather can be expected.  

 A cloudy glass with small stars indicates thunderstorms.  

 If the liquid contains small stars on sunny winter days, then snow is coming.  

 If there are large flakes throughout the liquid, it will be overcast in temperate seasons or 

snowy in the winter.  

 If there are crystals at the bottom, this indicates frost.  

 If there are threads near the top, it will be windy. 

4. Warranty Information 
Ambient, LLC provides a 1-year limited warranty on this product against manufacturing defects in 

materials and workmanship. 
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This limited warranty begins on the original date of purchase, is valid only on products purchased and 

only to the original purchaser of this product. To receive warranty service, the purchaser must contact 

Ambient, LLC for problem determination and service procedures.  

 

Warranty service can only be performed by a Ambient, LLC. The original dated bill of sale must be 

presented upon request as proof of purchase to Ambient, LLC. 

 

Your Ambient, LLC warranty covers all defects in material and workmanship with the following 

specified exceptions: (1) damage caused by accident, unreasonable use or neglect (lack of reasonable 

and necessary maintenance); (2) damage resulting from failure to follow instructions contained in your 

owner’s manual; (3) damage resulting from the performance of repairs or alterations by someone other 

than an authorized Ambient, LLC authorized service center; (4) units used for other than home use (5) 

applications and uses that this product was not intended, such as outdoor use. 

 

This warranty covers only actual defects within the product itself, and does not cover the cost of 

installation or removal from a fixed installation, normal set-up or adjustments, claims based on 

misrepresentation by the seller or performance variations resulting from installation-related 

circumstances. 


