GB Used Abroad:
Cancellations and Postal Markings

John Parmente-r
(based on original work by C S Morton)

EASTERN PACIFIC
ECUADOR - GUAYAQUIL
PERU

1849 - 1865 - 1880

Another CDS PAID was
also sent on 13th
January 1863:
CDS.1

First sent from the GPO on 6th February 1849.
Used in conjunction with the 3TI!.HOS and the CS
PAID. No code up to 1854 and then code A
afterwards.
No premium .
. Also used on unpaid mail:
Price £25-£50.

CDS.2

First sent from the GPO on 25th November 1878.
Used in conjunction with the 3TH.HOS.
No premium.
Also used on unpaid mail:
Recorded in use from 15th March 1880 to 13th
October 1880.
Rarity F.
Price £30-£50.
First sent from the GPO on 26th January 1865. Not
recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.

REG

REC'\S TERED
PP

PAID-TO
PANA MA

First sent from the GPO between February and April
1863. Not recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.
First sent from the GPO on 30th September 1856.
Recorded in use from 14th June 1860 to 30th March
1865.
Rarity E.
Price £25-£50.

~ERU

The Ocean traffic being all important to Peru, with its long coastline of nearly 3,000
miles, Mr. Wheelwright fonned the Pacific Steam Navigation Co., and two wooden
paddle steamers called the 'Peru' and 'Chile' were sent out in 1840, to go between Callao
and Valparaiso, these being the first steamers seen on this coast.

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU

Mr. William Wheelwright was also responsible for the first railways in Chile, and a statue
has been erected to his memory at Valparaiso. Many years later the P.S.N. Co. was
amalgamated with the R.M.S .P. Co .
. For many years the P.S.N. Co. conveyed the mails, as the venture proved so successful that
the number of steamers soon increased from two to a packet fleet of over twenty, which
conveyed "The Used Abroads" from Panama to Chile. The Company had the monopoly of
carrying all ocean mails, and although the Peruvian Government challenged their right, the
Company held the monopoly till 1870.
The time-table was:- to Colon in about 19 days, to Panama 22, to Callao 28, and to
Valparaiso in 38 days, calling at Payta, Islay, Arica, Cobija, Caldera, and Coquimbo, and
.
occasionally at other ports .
Besides carrying the mails these boats were the refuge for escaping potentates, dethroned
rulers, or other spent filibusters , the water being "No man's land"; and it was feared that
these desperados might rifle the mails to glean intelligence from the dispatches on matters
pertaining to their "welfare." The G.p.a ., however , objected to the expense of maintaining
a corps of naval agents, and no postal police were introduced, it being left to Mr. Petrie, the
General Agent of the Pacific Steamship Co . , at his headquarters at Callao, to keep a very
wide vigilance over the safety of the mails .
The first treaty for the transmission of mails was signed at Lima, on 13th August, 1851, the
British mail packets to arrive twice a month , and the agent to deliver the mails without delay
"at the house of the (local) post office" where such mails should be opened in the presence
of the British Consular Agent. The rate for letters, per 1/2 0Z., between Peru and the United
Kingdom was two shillings by a mail packet, and ninepence if by private ship; to the West
Indies, sixteen pence; and to any port in Peru or S. America, sixpence. As there was no
coin or combination of coins in Peruvian currency equal to sixpence, the rial was reckoned
as its equivalent.
No. 1).,/s
The two shilling rate/;as temporarily reduced to 6d. from October, 1868 to April, 18;:}; but /$ lv-rn-rfi·
in January, 1870, it was Is.6d. per 1/ 20Z . ; and 1/- from July, 1878.
Nt!l rucj1
redt-(.::h~

The British Post.age Stamps made their appearance in 1865 , at certain Peruvian ports amid
shot and shell. All the ports being blockaded, the British Postmaster General was very
concerned for the safety of the mails. The British Charge d'Affairs at Lima was informed
by the local Government that "the blockade of the ports will be of the mildest form with the

view of not interfering more than is absolutely necessary with Europen Commerce or Pacific
Steam Navigation Company's Mail Steamers. "
The G.p.a . learnt with great relief, on 9th August, 1865, that the Pacific CO.'s steamers
would be allowed to carry mails and passengers to the blockaded ports, but without cargo,
and on the condition that they carried Spanish mails. These turmoils were such a feature of
this part of the world, that one would imagine that some provision would be made in the
Postal Conventions; but what was binding on today's ruler was vetoed by his successor of
the morrow.
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EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU

As so often in American Republics we ma.intained a Postal Agency in Peru on no statutory
evidence but simply on the principle of a right of way. No permission could be asked, under
these circumstances, to introduce postage stamps, and they silently made their appearance
in the year 1865.
As- soon as there was any prospect of a stable Government, the G.P.O. endeavoured to
. arrange a Postal Convention with such a Republic.

"When revolutions happen in these countries, " stated the British representative at Lima, "the
fallen authorities have to hurry away into exile. The stonn blows over, the political wind
changes, the people forget and those whom they would have stoned and pelted are received
after a few years with flowers and cheers. '!
Consul Barton stated the Peruvian Congress of 1866 was a theatrical rather than a serious
business:- "The bar of the House has been constantly filled by the male sex, and the galleries

by the female, between whom there has been a difference of opinion, the latter demonstrating
their feeling by showering crowns of flowers on the members who spoke in favour, and
bundles of grass on those who did not. Matters arrived at such a pitch that the House was
cleared by the military, and the Session held in secrer. "
A Postal Convention with Peru was finally arranged in 1876 when Senor Galvez was in
London.
Only on one occasion did the Peruvian authorities attempt to interfere with the British mails,
by demanding in 1870 an entrance charge on all letters. This proposal was not entertained.
Letters sent from Lima to England were generally put in the official letter bag:-

From the British
Legation, Lima.
26 February, 1870

My Lord,

.... The usual bag sent home to the Foreign Office from the Legation every fourteen days,
contains beside the official dispatches seldom more than a dozen letters, under cover to H.M.
Under Secretary of State, chiefly from myself, the Chaplin, the British Medical Practitioner,
and one or two other English residents here, a casual traveller - and sometimes, but rarely,
foreign friends ....
(Sg.J STAFFORD JERNINGHAM
British Charge d'Affaires

_ _- _
..._
--_. -----_ .. _- _." ._._._----_ ..._.._---......_-----_._--.- -- _..

_.. ...

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - ARICA

1850 - 1865 - 1879

At Arica, G. H. Nugent was appointed Consul on 16 March, 1846, and served for a great
number of years as Packet and Post Agent. He stated that the average mail was 87 single
letters, and 54 packages of letters weighing 111/2 pounds, making a total of £56 postage
"recoverable in England." (8 March, 1850). Arica was constantly a battle ground and the
defeated sought the Consulate as an asylum, greatly interfering with Mr. Nugent's duties.
However, Arica attracted a good number of Englishmen, who largely financed Arica and its
province. A great part of the Spanish trade to Bolivia (Tacna) went through Arica, and by
the Postal Treaty of 1851, all letters for Bolivia had to go through the British Consulate at
Arica, passing across Peruvian territory free of charge.
The English made themselves very comfortable, as Arica had one of the safest and most
commodious ports in Peru, with every convenience for ships, a fine railway station, three
handsome churches, good hotels , a hospital, barracks and public schools, besides luxuriant
public gardens.

All these fair and pleasant amenities were swallowed up by an earthquake and an inundation
of the sea, on 13 August, 1868 .
The British Consul stated (16 Aug., 1868, to the Sec. of State), that he had hardly escaped
out of his house, before the Consulate collapsed. It was pitch black at five o'clock in the
evening, and all groped their way to the hills , stumbling over dead bodies. "A wave, at least

fifty feet high, then swept over the town, carrying everything before it, striking our whaif,
carrying away the adjacent premises of the P.S. N. Co. , and the Customs House with twO
millions of merchandise. The Consulate vanished faster than a scene in a Christmas
pantomime. The United States vessel in the harbour was carried on the waves a mile inland.
It is unnecessary to add that with my house (he whole of the Archives of the Consulate have
disappeared. I am living with my family on rhe outskirts of the town, a beggar. "
Arica was left an enormous ruin, and as half the remaining population were carried off by
yellow fever, the survivors, terror stricken, abandoned the place, including the French
Consul, who gave as his official reason for deserting this post: "Arica is not a fit place to

live.

/I

Mr. Nugent, however, still continued his many activities, and began to date his letters from
the "British Consulate," in December. Naturally, the correspondence to England materially
decreased, and it was not until 1874 that Arica found its feet again.
.
Arica had been supplied with a £100 worth of British postage stamps in 1865, together with
the obliterator C36 in the broad oval type .

It would seem natural that after the great earthquake of 13th August, 1868, the entire new
postal stores would have been required, but it was not until 9th March, 1870, that Arica was
supplied with another obliterator, still lettered C36, but enclosed in a tall oval (A cds was
sent in October, 1868). The British Postal Agency at Arica closed on the outbreak of the
Chili-Peruvian War.

-

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - ARICA

1850 - 1865 - 1879

ARICA

I(C3611

3TH.HOS

='=i:5;=';' ~4VOD

.H~~S»

First sent fiOm the GPO on 26th January 1865.
Recorded in use from 28th October 1865 to October
1867.
Rarity H.
More common on single stamps - rarity E.
Price unknown.
First sent from the GPO on 9th March 1870.
recorded in use .
Rarity GPO .

Not

$1

All covers seen dated from January 1865 to October 1870 have
Peruvian stamps paying internal postage with no GB stamps paying for
external postage (one exception ex-Schatzkes cover).

-

4VOS

t

IJ'!

(lC36))

'-

•
l'

CC

CDS.1

First sent from the GPO on 9th March 1870. Recorded
in use from 23rd October 1870 to 8th February 1878.
Rarity H on cover or E on single stamps.
A sailors privilege rate letter is the only recorded cover
with just GB stamps (price £500) . All other covers are
mixed frankings with Peruvian or Peruvian and USA
stamps. Price £400-£1,000-£2,300.
First sent from the GPO on 5th November 1850.
Recorded in use from 21 st August 1853 to 7th
November 1867.
Rarity G.
, Price on un stamped cover £1 ,000-£3,000, with a
Peruvian stamp paying internal postage £2,500.
First sent from the GPO on 5th November 1850.
Recorded in use from 2nd May 1851 to 1867. Not
recorded in use with barred numeral cancellations.
Used on unpaid covers with no Peruvian stamps.
Rarity E .
Price £70-£120.
Used on unpaid covers with Peruvian stamps paying the
internal postage:
With Arica CDS.1 cancelling the stamp.
Rarity E. Price £300-£500.
With a Peruvian cds cancelling the
stamp.
Rarity D. Price £50-£100-£200.

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - ARICA 1850 - 1865 - 1879
PERU - CALLAO 1846 - 1865 - 1879

CDS.2

First sent from the GPO on 16th October 1868.
Recorded in use from 8th June 1869 to 22nd
September 1877. Used in conjunction with the
4VOS.
No premium.
Used to cancel a cover with only GB stamps after the
3TH.HOS was lost in an earthquake. Bollen had a
cover dated 22nd December 1869.
Rarity H. Price £700.
Used on unpaid mail with no Peruvian stamps:
Rarity H. Price £100-£250.
Used on unpaid mail with Peruvian stamps paying
internal postage and cancelled by a Peruvian cds.
Rarity F. Price £50-£100.

CDS.3

First sent from the GPO on 12th November 1877.
Not recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.

First sent from the GPO on 26th January 1863. Not
recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.

RECISTERED
PP

PAlO-TO

PANA MA

First sent from the GPO between February and April
1863. Not recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.
First sent from the GPO on 30th September 1856.
Recorded in use from 8th November 1860 to 23rd
November 1863.
Rarity G.

PERU· CALLAO
Callao, the chief port of entry in Peru, was connected with Lima by a railway (some six
miles). The local postage on letters between Lima and Callao was one rial or 4Y2d., but
in 1866 it was reduced to half that sum. The railway was bought in 1865 by an English
Company, the principal British firms at Callao being William Gibbs & Co., Fred
Greening & Co., and Graham, Rowe & Co.
The Packet Agency at Callao was established by the dispatch of the (first) mail from
Callao to Panama on 13th April, ·1846, a "measure which greatly interested the
mercantile body."

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - CALLAO

1846 - 1865 - 1879

John Barton, the Vice-Consul, was appointed as Packet Agent with the assistance on packet
days of the clerks in the mercantile house of Moss & Co., of which firm Barton was the
head.

"As regards the stamping of the letters, " wrote R. Bunch, from Callao, on 12 May, 1846,
"it is physically impossible to peifom1 that operation on four or five hundred letters in the
course of one morning, and that in addition to Consular duties. "
The history of the first twenty years of the Callao Postal Agency is as placid as its last score
was stormy. Consul John Barton, after middle life, relinquished the packet duties to
deputies, with the result that, in 1865, the mails were surreptitiously put on board at Callao
with the connivance of the American Cons'ul. The gentleman in charge of the Packet Agency
disappeared before Mr. Bennett's arrival.
Bennett's report, dated 1 February, 1865, was as follows:-

"The Packet Agency at Callao is in a more disorderly state than any other Agency on the
Pacific Coast.
"The total cost of maintaining the office is £220, but there are no fittings in the Post Office
of any description, and the letters and newspapers are merely thrown loosely into bags as
received from the public and thus dispatched. Letters posted in Callao when not intended
for Europe, are sent to Panama, the postage amounts to £40 a month.
"The date stamp is in good order and the pads in use are the proper ones. The stamp is
changed on each packet day, but is so choked with ink rhat the impressions are entirely
illegible, and the stamping is pelj'ormed by a man who can neither read nor write, and whose
merit is his undeviating honesty. "
Mr. Barton denied the truth of this, and finally the Foreign Office and G.P.O. mutually
agreed that a Postmaster with no Consular duties should be sent out to Callao.
After Mr. Barton's resignation, the Callao British Post Office Agency had such a bad name
that no one could be induced to accept it, and it drifted into the hands of Mr. H., on 2
November, 1866.
The conduct of this gentleman prompted Captain Wells of the P.S .N. Co., to inform Mr.
Bennett that Mr. H. paid his most pressing debts in postage stamps, and "poor people and
mechanics were sent by him (i.e., Mr. H.) to a bookseller named Colville, who has them on

sale at an enhanced figure. The public balance for stamps stands in a very critical
condition. "

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - CALLAO

1846 - 1865 - 1879

The G.p.a . , London, instituted enquiries, and Mr. H. 's superior officer replied: "1 have

learnt personally at the bookseller's, Colville , [hat the scamps are sold there as elsewhere,
and the only advantage they derive from the sale of them is their purchasing a quantity at a
time, and selling them singly, the currency not being always divisible.
If

Mr. H., in his defence, stated:- "When 1 rook over the Agency (i .e., 2 Nov., 1866), at
Callao, 1 found and counted £175 8s. in stamps of various values,' of these stamps I
forwarded to England in October (1867) £6055., being stamps of small values and in bad
order, and in my accounts for September (1867) , I debited myself with £1 ()() for stamps 1 had
sold up to that date (leaving me with stamps on hand value £14 18s.) .. .. Stamps are sold

in this country at the same rate eve'rywhere, viz., 37!12 cents to a shilling.

If

Mr. H. was whitewashed, but proved to be a sorry rogue, as, in 1868, he absconded with
all the furniture, but so that his pursuers might find something in an empty house, he had the
impudence to leave an empty purse, turned inside out, on the floor of his sitting room .
Investigation showed that the Packet Agency was in a wretched condition, and fresh stores
had to be sent out.
The documentary data from Mr. H.'s postal accounts is so open to question, that no reliable
conclusion can be drawn . It would appear that the sale of British postage stamps in Callao
in 1867 never exceeded £10 a month, and that when stock grew very low, a further £100 was
sent.
After this debacle, the Vice-Consuls took charge of the Postal Agency, and under the care
of Henderson (1869), Hutchinson (1870), and March, (1874), the British P.O. at Callao
regained its status. The work became very heavy owing to extension of steamer boat service
and the spread of Railways in Peru. In all times of revolution the British Postal business,
as indeed much of the Consular, was conducted on a British Man-o'-War in the harbour.

CALLAO
3TH.HOS

........

First sent from the GPO on 26th January 1865.
Recorded in use from October 1865 to December 1878 .
Rarity B.
Price with only GB stamps (rare) £300-£500.
Mixed frankings, Peruvian or Chilean stamps and GB.
Price £100-£300-£500.
Multiple mixed frankings , Peruvian with
GB and then stamps from the country of arrival:
With USA £1 ,500-£5,000.
With Italian postage dues £500 .

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - CALLAO

3TH.HOS

Covers exist with Peruvian stamps for internal

(Cont'd)

postage cancelled by the 3TH.HOS and then
remaining unpaid for the external postage. (rare)
£150-£300.

4VOS

First sent from the GPO on 30th October 1867. Two
slightly different 4VOS's were sent, both are
illustrated. i Recorded in use from 29th September
1870 to 27th February 1879.
Rarity A.
Price with only GB stamps £80-£140 .

(\C38~
&

--

1846 - 1865 - 1879

•

Mixed frankings, Peruvian stamps and GB.
Price £300-450-£1,000.
(£3,000 with a bisected
Peruvian stamp).

UC3Sll

--

Multiple mixed frankings, Peruvian with GB and then
stamps from the country of arrival:
With USA £1,000-£2,000.
With Italian postage dues £300-£600.
Covers exist with Peruvian stamps for internal
postage cancelled by the 4VOS; then unpaid for the
external postage and with Italian postage dues for the
postage due in the country of arrival. These are
known either carried by a French or British Mailboat.
Price £200-£300-£400.
4VOD

I

((C3Sl1
•

First sent from the GPO on 9th March 1870.
Recorded in use from 15th May 1870 to 14th August
1874.
Rarity G.
Price mixed franking Peru and GB £1,200.
A cover exists with the 4VOD cancelling a Peruvian
stamp, then unpaid for the external postage and then
with Italian postage dues. Price £300.

A series of covers exist sent from the US Consulate in Callao to the USA with C35

3TH.HOS of Panama cancelling the GB
cancelling the US stamps. Price £1,200.

s~amps

and a New York Steamship cds

One cover exists with both the GB and US stamps cancelled by the New York Steamship

cds. Price £1,500.

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - CALLAO

CC

1846 - 1865 - 1879

First sent from the GPO on 15th January 1846.
Recorded in use from 12th October 1852 to
December 1865.
2.; ':'.,!- ' /':? (' I;~ u".+]
Rarity D.
Price £400.
Often occurs with Peruvian stamps paying internal
postage.
No premium.
I

Another CC with a
more curved PAID was
sent on 16th July
1847:
CDS PAlD

First sent from the GPO on 30th October 1867. Not
recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.

CDS.1

First sent from the GPO on 15th January 1846. Used
on unpaid mail and with the Cc. Recorded in use
from 11th October 1846 to 12th April 1860.
Rarity E.
Price for unpaid covers £20-£40-£60.
Another CDS.1 was
sent on 16th July
1849:

CDS.2

o ~Ll-1 0
YI2
1849
A

S

First sent from the GPO on 1st February 1864. Used
in conjunction with the 3TH.HOS and 4VOS. No
premium.
Also used on unpaid mail. Price DO.
Unpaid mail with Peruvian stamps paying internal
postage.
Price £60-£100-£200.
As above with the addition of Italian postage dues.
Price £100.
CDS.2 is known used on a small piece cancelling a
2/- blue and a Peruvian ld. Price £150.

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - CALLAO 1846 - 1865 -1879
PERU - IQUIQUE 1868 - 1879

CDS.2

Other CDS.2's

(Cont'd)

were sent on:

300Cf1867
CDS.3

230CT1868

First sent from the GPO on 30th March 1878. Not
recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.
Another CDS.3 was
also sent on 30th
March 1878:

First sent from the GPO on 26th January 1865.
Recorded in use from September 1872 to 1877.
Rarity G.
Price £300-£700.
REG

RECISTERED
PP

First sent from the GPO on 30th September 1856.
Recorded in use from March 1864 to April 1865.
Rarity G.
No premium.

LF

First sent from the GPO on 13th . April 1870.
Recorded in use from September 1870 to 14th May
1874.
Rarity G.
Either applied onto the cover or more usually to
cancel the GB and or Peruvian stamps.
Price £6()()"£1,OOO.

PAID-TO

-PANAMA

\ Late fee

First sent from the GPO between February and April
1863. Recorded in use in 1870.
Rarity H.
Price £300-£700.

I

£ERU • IQUIQUE
Official information from this place is extremely scanty. The British Vice-Consulate, like
many in Peru, was an unpaid post, with the consequence that the Consul was under no
obligation to write many reports.

;" \:~ .;

7 . >w .

EASTERN PACIFIC

PERU - IQUIQUE

1868 - 1879

Mr. Peter Nugent was the British Vice-Consul, but he left his post after the earthquake of
1868, and did not return. In his absence Mr. Nairne acted, but both made but very few
reports and answered no letters. It is, therefore, very difficult to gain any first-hand
information as to what did happen.
Iquique was a mere fishing village, and did not rise to any great importance until 1877 , when
it exported nitrate of soda in great quantity. It was avoided by Englishmen, as the land
surrounding it was a complete desert. Nairne did write on 14th September, 1870, that the
few British residents were surrounded by lawless men - consequent on the demand for
unskilled labour in the nitrate trade - to whom murders, house and highway robberies were
of daily occurrence.
Iquique cannot have been a pleasant residence.
British postage stamps were ordered in 1868,when a Postal Agency was opened, possibly
on account of Tarapaca being made an independent littoral province in this year, with Iquique
as its capital.
On 13th August, 1868, half the town of Iquique was washed away by the sea, and the British
Consul had "to spend two terrible nights in rhe mountains. "

"Immense damage and a monster inundation," reported Nugent.
"The mercantile
establishments have disappeared altogether, and heavy safes carried off to the depth of the
sea, or embedded in the sand, no one knows where. "
"Mr. Billinghurst, who acted sometimes as British Vice-Consul, was buried under the ruins
of his own house. "
Again on 9th May, 1877, a tidal wave demolished the Consulate and carried away all books
and papers, and the G.P.O., London, had to renew the postal stores . (The 4VOS appears
to have survived) J.P.
The use of British postage stamps must have been very intermittent, and consequently the
D 87 is hard to find.

IQUIQUE
-

{(D87JJ

-

4VOS

First sent from the GPO on 8th August 1868. Recorded
in use from 9th February 1872 to 14th March 1879.
Rarity F.
Always a mixed franking with Peruvian stamps paying
internal postage.
Price £600-£2,000-£3,000.

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - IQUIQUE 1868 - 1879
PERU - ISLA Y (MOLLENDO) 1850 - 1865 - 1879

CDS.1

First sent from the GPO on 8th August 1868. Used in
conjunction with the 4VOS up until mid 1873.
No premium.

CDS.2

First sent from the GPO on 7th June 1873. Used in
conjunction with the 4 VOS.
No premium.
Another CDS. 2 was
sent on 31st
August 1877:

PERU - ISLA Y (MOLLENDO)
The British Consulate Was transferred from Arequippa to Islay (90 miles), in 1831.
There being no residence at Islay suitable for a Consulate, Peru granted a site, and the
Consul erected a wooden house at a cost of £611. This proved to be one of the most
disastrous property investments the Foreign Office ever embarked upon. Periodic repairs to
the roof alone, swallowed up nearly £2,000. The condition. of the Islay Consular building
covers pages of reports extending over thirty years, and by the irony of Fate, Islay, being
on higher ground, escaped the inundation of 1868.
In this miserable shanty the British postage stamps were sold in 1865, and Mr. Nissen has
stated that a peculiarity at Islay "is thejact thar rhe obliterating ink seems quite differentfrom
that employed elsewhere, and the result is a very heavy and blurred impression of the
postmark. "
I expect the rain oozed through the roof.
A railway from Mollendo to Arequipa (107 miles) was opened on 1st January, 1871, and this
sounded the death knell of Islay.
Islay commenced with postage stamps to the value of £60, and this quantity would not appear
to have been exceeded, as on 1st December, 1872, Islay had a balance of postage stamps on
hand of £60 3s. 6d., and on 1st February, 1873, the balance was £51 14s. 9d.
In these two months - which included the heavier Christmas mails - only an average of £4
per month was expended on postage stamps.
After this period Islay gradually dropped into insignificance, and only existed as a Customs
House for its successor Mollendo, some nine miles south, to which latter place a railway had
. been opened from Arequipa.
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EASTERN PACIFIC

PERU - ISLAY (MOLLENDO)

1850 - 1865 - 1879

"Islay is a place of utter desolation , " wrote the British Consul (Robilliard, Islay, 23rd Sept.,
1876), "and all the business of the province is done through Mollendo, no sailing vessel
having touched Islay for the last two years. It is useless to keep open a Consulate, and it
is hardly habitable, and the highest offer made for it is £20. I trust His Lordship will
consider the desirousness of allowing the steamers to land and receive their European mails
at Mollendo. "
In July, 1877, owing to the heavy rains at Islay, the roof of the Consulate fell in, damaging
all the principal rooms, and the Consul removed to his house at Mollendo all the archives
and other properties. The Consular buildings were sold for under four guineas - a cheap lot

- "as Islay being quite desened by respectable people, thieves were gradually walking off
with the materials. "

My Lord,

British Consulate,
Islay,
10th February, 1877.

"" On the fifteenth of this month, the Port of [slay will be closed, and Mollendo is declared
to be the pon.
.... Meanwhile the Custom House, Post Office, and Governmental authorities have been
ordered to remove to Mollendo, and it would appear that the Post of Duty for H.M. Consul
be Mollendo instead of [slay.
Mollendo is a newly-jonned place, consisting merely of small wooden shanties.
(Signed) SAMUEL VINES
(British Vice-Consul)
Mollendo had no harbour, only an open roadstead, and passengers hastily jumped ashore and
scurried up before the next billow caught them. All was very primitive, and the hills brown
and barren, without any grass, rising steeply from the beach, completed the dreariness of the
scene. At most parts of Peru the mails were slung overboard into a small boat.
Mr. West, Manager of the P.S.N. Co., at Callao, wrote to the British Charge d' Affaires at
Lima, on 7th September, 1876, to have the mail contract altered to provide for the landing
of the mails at Mollendo instead of Islay.

"Almost all the mail, " stated Mr. West, "conveyed to Islay is for Arequipa, and as Mollendo
has a railroad direct to Arequipa, this would save a land journey of ten miles over a rough
and diffiCUlt road, across the deep ravines. "
The British packets continued to call at Islay till 1881, as well as Mollendo. The latter place
was supplied with a circular date stamp early in 1877.

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - ISLA Y (MOLLENDO)

1850 - 1865 - 1879

ISLAY
3TH.HOS

First sent from the GPO on 26th January 1865 .

Recorded in use from 8th September 1865 to 23rd
March 1879.
Rarity D.
Price £200-£500-£1,000.
Mixed franking with Peruvian stamps £200-£600£1,600.

((C421)

De Voss illustrates a cover (p.243 in Via Panama) used
after· the last date of use of the 3TH.HOS. It has a
mixed franking, the Peruvian stamp cancelled by a
Mollendo cds of the Peruvian Post Office and a 6d GB
stamp cancelled by a 3TH.HOS of Panama.

cc

CDS.1

CDS.2

First sent from the GPO on 13th November 1850.
Recorded in use from 3rd October 1851 to 22nd
November 1863.
Rarity H.
Price £2,600-£4,100 .
First sent from the GPO on 13th November 1850.
Used in conjunction with the 3TH.HOS and the ce .
Code seen O.
No premium.
Also used on unpaid covers: Recorded in use from
1854 to 9th August 1869.
Rarity D.
Price £30. With Peruvian stamps £50-£150 .
First sent from the GPO on 19th July 1871. Used in
conjunction with the 3TH.HOS. No premium.
Code seen A - the Proof Book entries are Band C.
Also used on unpaid mail. Recorded in use in 1872.
Rarity G.
Price £100. With Peruvian stamps £100-£150.
Another CDS. 2 was
sent on 5th July
1872:
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EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - ISLAY (MOLLENDO) 1850 - 1865 - 1879
PERU - PAITA 1850 - 1865 - 1879

CDS.3

First sent from the GPO on 13th February 1877. The
Packet agency was moved inland to Mollendo on
15th February 1877. Recorded in use from 24th June
1877 to 23rd March 1879.
Rarity F.
Price used with 3TH.HOS £1,000.
First sent from the GPO on 26th January 1865. Not
recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.

REC'\STERED
PP

PAID-TO

PAf\\ A MA

First sent from the GPO between February and April
1863. Not recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.
First sent from the GPO on 30th September 1856.
Recorded in use from 23rd October 1860 to March
1867.
Rarity E.
No premium.

PERU· PAITA OR PAYTA
Paita was described by Sir C. R. Markham (1881), as a row of huts constructed of
sun-baked mud, plus two or three shipping houses and stores.
The Packet Agency was transferred to the Consulate about 1848, when similar
arrangements were made at Arica and Islay.
Charles Higginson, the British Consul at Paita, stated in 1850 that the outward mails
passing through his hands, were from 250 to 300 letters, and inward four to five hundred
by each packet.
The following is the comparative table for 1849:Average of Letters by each Packet
Place

Inwards

Outwards

Salary

Callao
Islay
Ariea
Paita

800 to 1000
80 to 100
110 to 120
300 to 400

1000 to 2000
100 to 120
130 to 140
250 to 300

£100
£100, reduced to £50
£50
£50

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - PAITA

1850 - 1865 - 1879

The importance of Paita decreased, so that the correspondence of Allen
1863 onwards, is of the briefest, mostly cotton and straw hats.

Blacker, Consul from

PAITA
3TH.HOS

IIC43J)
....
CC

().

r_'0t; FIe If.N'r. .
~-.J+

First sent from the GPO on 26th January 1865.
Recorded in use from 16th November 1867 to 10th July
1872.
Rarity G.
Price·.£600-£1,000 .
Mixed franking with a Peruvian stamp £600-£4,000.
. First sent from the GPO on 5th November 1850.
Recorded in use from 1854 to 16th May 1856.
Rarity H.
Price £2,500 - £4,100 .

CDS.1

First sent from the GPO on 5th November 1850. Used
in conjuncti~n with the 3TH.HOS and CC.
No premium.
Also used on unpaid covers: Recorded in use from
15th July 1853 to 16th November 1867.
Rarity F.
Price £50-£100-£300 .

CDS.2

First sent from the GPO on 13th April 1870. Used in
. conjunction with the 3TH.HOS.
No premium.

IP

First sent from the GPO on 26th January 1865. Not
recorded in use.
Rarity GPO .

REG

First sent from the GPO between February and April
1863. Not recorded in use.
Rarity GPO.

{:::JREPf>,.\\)

REC:\S TERED
pp

PAID-TO
PANAMA

First sent from the GPO on 30th September 1856.
Recorded in use from 29th July 1857 to 31st December
1861.
Rarity F.
No premium .
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EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - PISAGUA
PERU - PISCO - CHINCHA ISLANDS

1868 - 1870

PERU - PISAGUA
D65 4VOS - A cover exists with a 2/- blue cancelled with a 4VOS numbered D65. It is
backstamped on arrival with a Colchester cds dated 28th October 1868 and has 'via Panamapaid in manuscript. It has been suggested that this was used at Pisagua. There is also the
possibility tha the 2/- was cancelled on arrival in London. The allocation of a 4VOS
numbered D65 is unknown, there is a series of 4VOS's from D27 to D56 that were used in
London for cancelling bulk mail etc. The next group of 4VOS's D60 to D65 have never
been recorded in use (with the eX,ception of this example).
I

D65 was later allocated to Helmsley in Yorkshire where a 3VOS was in use from September
1880 to June 1886. D65 was also used in error in a 3VOD at Yoxford Suffolk from October
1887 to March 1919.
The cover is an interesting anomaly, at the Glassco sale in 1969 if fetched £180 whilst at the
Bollen sale in 1993 it fetched £4,750.
GB stamps are known with double rim boxed Pisaqua handstamp of the Peruvian post office.

PERU - PISCO & CHINCH A ISLANDS
Pisco, on the mainland, is one of the oldest ports in Peru, and at this port Mr. Wheelwright
completed the only iron pier in Peru in 1859, 700 feet in length, to avoid the heavy surf.
The Chincha or Guano Islands were, in the sixties of the last century, the principal wealth
of Peru, for although they were only a group of three naked rocks, about 2 miles in
circumference, yet they yielded a revenue from guano of many millions of dollars, which
primarily helped to defray the public debts Peru had contracted, more especially with
England. In short, the Chinchas were the Treasury of Peru, until 1872, when these islands
ceased to be worked for export to foreign countries .
John Dartnell was appointed British Vice-Consul in 1860, and the Consulate was at Pisco,
as it was forbidden to land on the Chinchas. British vessels so clustered around the Chinch as
to receive valuable cargoes of guano, that authority was given in 1868 for the establishment
of a British P .O . Agency, under the control of Mr. Dirtnell at £50 per annum . He was
supplied with British postage stamps, and the obliterator D74 was ready for dispatch on 16th
July, 1868. The mails to and from Pisco and Chincha Islands, were conveyed to Callao by
weekly intermediate steamers for transmission to Europe, etc. The use of British postage
stamps only continued till 1870.

.."

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU - PISCO & CHINCH A ISLANDS

Sir,

1868 - 1870

Pisco, Chincha Island,
4th February, 1870.

I beg to state that within four or five months the guano existing on these islands will be
totally exported, and, consequently, my arduous duties as British Vice-Consul will cease, and
j shall return to Pisco and continue my duties there.
(Signed) JOHN DARTNELL

Sir,

G. P. 0., London,
22nd March, 1870.

By a report which has been received from Mr. Bennett, the Surveyor of the Department in

the West Indies, now on a visit of inspection to the Pacific Ports, it appears that the
maintenance of a British Post Office Agency at Pisco and Chincha Islands is no longer
necessary, as owing to the exhaustion of guano, very little business is now transacted there.
The Postmaster-General has informed, therefore, Mr. Dartnell that his services as Post Office
Agent will not be required after the end of the ensuing quarter.
Mr. Bennett reports that large numbers of British vessels are lying at the Guinasse Islands,
about 200 miles north of Callao, and if the Earl of Clarendon determines to appoint a British
Vice-Consul at the Guinasse Islands .... (the ger.tleman selected would be made P. O. Agent
at £50 per annum).
(Signed) JOHN TILLEY

The Guinasse Islands had been under the jurisdiction of the British Consulate at Callao, but
in 1870 Mr. Dartnell was transferred there as Vice-Consul, and Stafford Jerningham writes
home:-

British Legation, Lima,
10th May, 1870.
.... Having fulfilled this (i. e. postal) situation at the Chincha Is/ann, Mr. Dartnell is up to
the routine of such an office. suppose it would be a great convenience to crews of British
vessels lying off those Islands to have some Agent on the spot to take charge of their letters,
and thus ensure regularity of transmission and payment .
. This appears to me to be the best arrangement that can be made for the present, for, in fact,
it would be only transferring the Agency with the Agent from Chincha to Guinasse Islands,
where at present all, or nearly all, the guano vessels repair to load that valuable article.
(SiJ;ned) STAFFORD JERNINGHAM

EASTERN PACIFIC
PERU· PISCO & CHINCHA ISLANDS

Dartnell was appointed Postal Agent at Guinasse Islands in June, and when he died on
21st August, 1870, a local trader, Mr. F. Heaton, first carried on the work, and later a
Captain Chickley. In 1872 the guano had been worked out, and the ships moved further
afield, and the Vice-Consulate and Postal Agency was discontinued.

It is very improbable that the use of British stamp was extended to Guinasse Islands. All
letters would be conveyed to Callao.
I should doubt · the bona fides of D74 on any stamp after 1870, as the British
Vice-Consulate was closed, and was never fe-opened during the stamp-issuing period.
The D74 obliterator was returned and kept at the Callao Consulate.

AU

-

HD74)) . 4VOS

First sent from the GPO on 16th July 1868.
Recurded in use on 2nd November 1868.
Rarity H.
Price £6,000.

CDS PAID

First sent from the GPO on 16th July 1868. Used in
conjunction with the 4VOS.
No premium.

CDS.1

First sent from the GPO on 16th july 1868. Has
been recorded on loose stamps only.

The original handstamp dies for the 4VOS, CDSl and several of the Callao dies are
preserved in the Museum of the Royal Philatelic Society of London. The story of their
discovery and a description of them is given in C Barrington Brown's article in the London
Philatelist, June 1953, pp 93-101 titled "Postmarks of the British Consular Post Office at
Callao Peru" .

