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So
Many
Changes

www.greyhoundoptions.org

In the last issue of the Loop in February,
G.O. president Cliff Kerr outlined plans for
handling the large amount of applications
that were coming in and the fact that fewer
dogs were becoming available for adoption. He mentioned the four committees
that had been formed: communications, financial, fundraising and futures. It seemed
like we were heading in the right direction
in dealing with the
changing times.
And then the
pandemic hit.
Operations pretty
much came to a
standstill as we
became unable to
make the required
home visits before
adoption and travel
to get dogs became
very difficult.

Editor: Claire Sygiel

growing number of applications and once
the pandemic restrictions eased somewhat,
we began to make a limited number of
virtual indoor home visits and in person
outside visits wearing masks and keeping
social distance. A small number of dogs
were placed this way and we continued to
bring in as many dogs as we could safely
accommodate.
We have recently
begun making
regular home visits again, always
with masks and
social distancing
but it will take us
several months
to reach the 85 or
so applicants we
still have. Our
home visitors and
placement reps
have been working overtime to
handle all the
calls, emails and
texts that have
come in and they
have done an
amazing job.

Beginning in March
when so many
people found
themselves at home
nearly 24/7, either
working remotely
Cosmo was one of the Greys who was able to join
G.O. in the midst of the pandemic.
or without work, the
applications really
began pouring in, at one point reaching
We don't know how much longer Greymore than 100. One after another gave the hounds will be available once the Florida
reason for wanting to adopt as "Now we
tracks all close by the end of this year but
are home much more than before and feel
if there are dogs who need homes, we will
it is a good time to adopt."
be here to help them find good and loving
ones as long as we can.
G.O. placement representatives thought
Claire Sygiel
long and hard about how to handle the
Foster Care Coordinator
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Don't Miss Out!!!

Greyhound Options
Inc.
2020 Board of
Directors
Lisa Bryant
Tony Bryant
Kathy Loiselle
Anne Peplinski
Karen St. Onge
Kelly Swartz
Claire Sygiel
Christine Wilson

Honorary Members
Board of Directors
Dr. Carole Peters
Monique deVillier

Officers
President
Cliff Kerr
Vice President
Mark Masztal
Clerk
Lisa Crouser
Vice-Clerk
Nancy Scarfo
Treasurer
Matt Lyons

Since we have not been able to hold our Spring Fling, Golf Scramble, Summer
Soiree, Octoberfest and Holiday Social this year, we have been planning some
alternate fundraisers to help replenish our coffers. The first run of the handcrafted masks sold out in record time and we have had a second run made.
Get yours today!
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Our Special Thanks To
Greta Marsh for her donation

"Freyja" and "Zuko" Hoberman for
their donation

Nora McMillan fo her donation in
honor of "Linus" Marchand

Carolyn Whyte for her donation

GPA-CNHC for its donation

Carla Trottier for her donations

Alan Sanikov for his donation

Larissa Litle for her donation

Paul Romanik for his donation

Yumi Jones for her donation

"Monty" Arbour for his donation towards
foster food

Jessica Woods for her donation
Bob Blinn for his donation in memory
of his wife Cookie

Dawn Wile for her donation in memory
of Caroline Gillespie
Bill Sullivan for his donations in memory
of Edward Korovae, Beverly Strodel,
Margaret Wickman, and Nathan Baily and in
thanks for Karen and Ed St. Onge's gift
Gregory Carvel for his donation
Rick Brandt for his donation in honor
of Sarah

Kathy and Chuck Collins for their donation
Barbara and Karen Greenberg for their
dontion in thanks for Matt and Christy's
dogsitting
Anne Rylestone for her donation in memory
of James Knight and Greyhounds Sonya,
Dora and Waldron

Jennifer Farner for her donation

2021 G.O. Calendar Photos Wanted

We are planning our 2021 calendar
featuring G.O. dogs and friends. We
will need lots of color photographs for
the calendar, so look through your files
today and send us your favorites. We
welcome either hard copies 4" x 5" or
larger or digital photos as long as they
are high resolution. We will use at least
one photo from everyone who sends
some in to us.
All photos must be submitted by
September 25, 2020 and sales will be
through the mail or at our meet and
greets. Make your Greyhound a star
and send in a photo for our calendar
today!
Send hard copy photos to:
Greyhound Options Inc.
43 Sczygiel Road, Ware MA 01082
or digital photos to: ckerr1@aol.com.

"Lily" will be included in the 2021 GO
calendar.
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Foster Grady Update
Foster Grady is a 16-month-old Greyhound
who came to G.O. in May with a growth
plate injury he sustained as a puppy.
Although he got around fairly well, it was
evident that his leg became painful after
walks. We received a recommendation
from an orthopedic surgeon that he undergo surgery to correct the deformity.

Grady before surgery

Physical therapy may be in his future and
thanks to a very successful FaceBook and
email fundraiser for his veterinary expenses which exceeded our goal of $4,500,
we will have the funds for whatever he
needs for a full recovery. THANK YOU
for your support and stay tuned for more
info and photos on Grady's recovery!

Grady after surgery

It was an extensive surgery which was
performed successfully on August 13.
Grady is now in his fourth week of a six to
eight-week recovery period and is doing
very well. He is getting around fine on
three legs as his leg heals and does not
hesitate to join in whatever the other dogs
are doing in his foster home. We are hoping that as more healing takes place, Grady
will become confident that his leg will support his weight and begin to use it.
Enjoying the beautiful summer weather

September 2020

Fundraising
Corner

MY DREAMS REALLY DO COME TRUE
Hi there, it is me Zorro here again. Last time we spoke
I told you that my friend Foster Miles wanted to collaborate on a fundraising effort so that we could make
sure that Greyhound Options will be around for a long,
long time doing all the wonderful things they do. I think
by now you have probably seen our Mask-a-Thon fundraiser, which is turning out to be a big success. Thank
you so much for ordering masks with your favorite breed
proudly displayed on the fabric. Can I have a round of
applause please for Foster Miles who came up with the
idea? As we go to press, I believe you can still order yourself one of these beautiful masks. Please see the order
form on page 2 or go to GO’s website @ https://greyhoundoptions.org/blog/ or its Facebook page.
Foster Miles has committed to helping Greyhound Options with some other money-making activities. I must
be a terrific leader! And, you probably already know that
I am also a very good trainer. I have my people doing
just about everything I want. My dad sometimes is a bit
challenging, but I eventually get him to see the way. So,
speaking about what I want, please remember that Foster
Miles still needs a forever home. How can that be?
But even with the commitment of Foster Miles, I worried it would not be enough. I realized that we need to
significantly increase fundraising for GO because our
major fundraising events can’t be held due to that stupid
coronavirus. Our Spring Fling was cancelled. The golf
tournament, cancelled. Our Octoberfest, cancelled! How
could we make up for all that? I was afraid we would
need more help. Just thinking about it interfered with my
napping.
And then, it happened! A group of eight wonderful people stepped up to say that they wanted to be on a Fundraising Committee. Can you believe that? I had dreamed
about having several talented and amazing people meeting regularly and planning some other fundraisers. These
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committee members, well, they all have the Z stamp of
approval. That means I have personally approved their
request to join the Fundraising Committee and I have
high standards. But don’t worry, if you want to join the
Fundraising Committee just let me know and I will see
what I can do. I have a lot of clout.
So, not only do we now have an active Fundraising
Committee, they already have two events in the works.
I can’t tell you to much about them yet, because we
have a policy about not leaking information to the
media. But, I will tell you that they both involve the
opportunity for people to buy things. Yep, that is right,
purchasing things online. One is intended to be a big
fundraiser. And the other, well, it’s a little different,
intended to provide some exposure for the wonderful
vendors who always supported GO when we had our
in-person events.
If you have any items that you think other cult members, I mean adopters, would like and you would be
willing to donate them for an on-line purchasing event,
please put them aside. I know we will be reaching out
to you soon. From the bottom of my heart, thank you
so much for your constant support and your kindness.
Woof and Peace!

Zorro, the fabulously fun greyhound
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In the Loop
Contact us:

43 Sczygiel Road Ware, MA 01082
sygielc@yahoo.com
www.greyhoundoptions.org

Available Greys (But Not For Long)

Haru - 3 year old
black male, friendly,
would do well with
sn experienced
owner, does not
seem cat workable

Miles - 1 1/2 year

old black male, on
the shy side, needs
TLC, seems to be
cat workable

Titan - 2 year old
brindle male, slowly learning to enjoy
retirement, seems to
be cat workable

Prime - 3 year old

Shorty - 2 year old

Reaper- almost 2

black male, outgoing, enjoying life
in his foster home,
does not seem to be
cat workable

brindle male, easygoing, fun-loving,
seems to cat workable

year old brindle
male, affectionate,
likes to explore,
seems to be cat
workable
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Calling All Volunteers
Monthly Meet and Greets

1st Saturday of the Month 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Dave's Soda & Pet City
151 Springfield Street, Agawam MA
Petsmart
Cambridge, MA

2nd Saturday of the Month 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Petco
25 Hazard Avenue, Enfield CT

3rd Saturday of the Month 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Pet Supplies Plus
Haverhill MA

4th Saturday of the Month 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
NEW LOCATION: Petco
440 North Main Street, E. Longmeadow MA

Petco

690 Merrill Road, Pittsfield MA

McAvoy Update
In November 2019, G.O. took in a beautiful two year
old red boy named McAvoy. An irregular heartbeat
was detected by the veterinarian who examined
him at iso release and a subsequent echocardiogram
revealed that he has tricuspid valve dysplasia, a
congenital abnormality which can be very serious if it
progresses. His test results were sent to Colorado State
University where it was determined that McAvoy's
asymptomatic condition was not yet serious enough
to attempt a risky surgery and it was recommended
that he go on a medication to help his heart function
and to repeat the echo in six months.
In July, the echo revealed that McAvoy's condition has
stayed stable and if a third echo in December when
Mac will turn three years old (a critical age that many
dogs with TVD do not survive) is similar, McAvoy
will be cleared for adoption and hopefully will live
a long and happy life. A huge thank you goes out to
Christy and Matt Lyons and Ann Beyer for fostering
McAvoy during this period of waiting.

Foster McAvoy

Our deepest sympathies go out to:
Jay Moschella on his loss of Rocko

Karen and Ed St. Onge on their loss of Buddy

Meryl Thomson on her loss of Ellie

Michelle and Tom Woodward on their
loss of Nero

Diana Davis on her loss of Mouse
Lisa and Tony Bryant on their loss of Fudgie
Pam Rossi and Angela Ross on their loss of Rascal
Rachel Donaldson on her loss of McGee

Debbie and David Peskin on their loss of Flashy
Phebe Ham on her loss of Mandy
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Lucky Dogs - Recent Adoptions
Penny.......................................................Eileen Byrne
Ribbon..............................................Amanda Dionne
Mordin (Horace)................................Erin O'Connor
Otter......................................................Julia Waechter
Kubby (Kubota).........Morgan Brown/Seth Hewitt
Poppy (Dill)......................................Michelle Fortier
Piper.............................................Kate & Sean Scoles
Deal...........................................................Liz Couture
Reba....................................................Suzy Anderson
Effie...........................................................Gena Duroc
(Captain) Mogi.......................................Jeff Pelletier
Star......................................................Denise Porcello
Panda (Rugrat)......................................Brian Simons
Nala...................................................Andrea Crossan
Joker.....................................................Jillyann Carter
Jim............................................................Alissa Butler
Willie....................................................Anna Skillings
Shades..................................................Dianne Sproul
Amanda...........................................Rahul Sundaram

Greyhound Options, Inc.
43 Sczygiel Road
Ware Massachusetts 01082

Stay Safe!

Kal (Curve)........................Andrea &Kevin O'Leary
Denzel.......................................................Amy Canty
Fae......................................................Lou Ann Nahm
Snapple................................................Teddy Salgado
Moose (Mymy).......................................Bailey Sweet
Lucas..................................................Adam Koubeck
Artie...............................................................Julie Day
Pixie (Wispix)....................................... Travis Moroz
Free..................................Delaney & Austin Almond
Ellen.........................................Shauna Lyden-Fortier
Bob.................................................Stephen Genuario
Mickey...................................................Jessica Woods
Krewe............................... Nora Ulias & Kris Wilson
Benny (Bryant)...................................Brittney Logan
Forrest (Guwop)...................................Marcus Chan
Cosmo.............................................................Eric Cyr
Starry........................................................Franklin Lee
Cris..........................................................Holly Gerner
Spellz..............................................Samantha Dwyer

